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same time, supported, or rather urged on, by the
King, he did much by the wise encouragement of
productive enterprise to assist the wonderful recu-
perative power which France has always shown dur-
ing her short periods of respite from foreign war or
domestic disorder.

Rosny, grand voyer de France, was zealous in re-
pairing and improving old means of communication
and in creating new ones. The roads were soon in
better condition than at any previous period since
the time when they had echoed to the tramp of
Roman legions. Long avenues of trees were
planted to give shade and coolness to the wayfarers.
The navigation of the rivers was improved. A com-
prehensive plan for uniting the Seine, Loire, Saone
and Meuse, by canals, so as to establish a waterway
connecting the Mediterranean, the Bay of Biscay,
the Channel and the North Sea, was approved by
the King. A canal was begun in 1604 from the
Loire to the Loing, a tributary of the Seine, as a
first step towards the realisation of this scheme.

Internal trade was restored by security and im-
proved means of communication. The abolition of
export duties on corn and wine threw foreign mar-
kets open to the agriculturist.

Sully well deserved the commendation of orthodox
economists by his clear perception of the truth which
is the foundation of the doctrine of free trade. " As
there are divers climates, regions and countries, so it
has pleased God to make them suited to, and fertile
in, divers products, materials, industries and arts
which are not common to other places, or there at